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Green Sphere is a non-far-profit 501(c)(3) organization founded in 198 tD help other
nonprofits O1'9anizations use the media to relay their environmenmtal messa.ges to the public.
we have created an &5OCiation comprised of TV prOOucers, media activists, environmentaJi.'lI:s,
cu1tu'ral workers and soc:ialjust:ice advocates. We have forme::'l this ~tion of nonprofit
organizatit:ms who produce nonoom mercial educational and informational program m.ing' to provide
acoess to DBS. We meet the criteria of a national e¢1ucational ani informational pl:'031Q.m
supplier. we represent 9.1ch organizations as The National Auiubon 8o::U?ty, that also end.arsed
our com ments in wD±ing, and other regional and national organi.zations and independents
representing hundreds of hours of ooncom merci.al educational and informational programs and a
cume of over one ha1f of a m.illiDn dedicated viewers•

. We are a public broadcasting entity created pcimadly to assist other nonprofit
organizations to gain afordable acOO$_to com munications teehnoloov.
w~ wish to make com ments on the followmg paragraphs of the d~ number MM 93-25: 13,
39, 41 through 46. We have included some additiooal com ments which we feel' are imfX)rtant.

13. Channel or channels should be defined as each individual prcxJrammmg service as opp<::5ed
to each transponder which may carry several oompre.~ video channels. Each channel can be
tunoo individually. The channel bandwidth or p;lrCentage of a trampcnder being W'limp:n.tant
(tzansparent) to the viewer.
39. The channel capacity of a DBS satellt:ie srould be based on the numb?.r of channels
potentially avwlable for program ming given the oompree;;ion/deoompreESion technique employed by
the DBS operator. From the viewpoint of the national educational program mmg supl.iers it would
be moot desirable that whole discrete channels be resexvoo for their pror.ram ming pUl:pOOeS. If
only a percentage of cumulative time is reserved for noncom mercial use the provider of the
direct broadcast service may be in a pooitiDn to exercise editor.ia1 control over this tim e by
determining on what days and in what time s1..ots the noncom mercia1 p:l:03'ram mmg will appear.
41. Responsibili.ty for pIOgraffi ming violations should be of the pID3Tam mer.
42. Since the DBS provider will not have editorial control of the reserved ca~city nor should
tlley be held.liable far the~mming oontent, the DBS provider smuld not be allowed to
refuse can:l.aOEl pf .. .t:esbict. Jt.s~n . . (it;is lot their n.sibilitvJ•..
~3: --- Tne CJeffiiit:fun~ai&~~EducatiDnalpl"(x;Jn~l~~~SUp1:iernshoUld in~ the·d~ns
of section 397 of the Com municat:icns Act of 1934; in pa.rticular to the sect:iDn wh!ch defines a
public broadcasting entity as "any nonprofit .in:rt:itution engaged primarily in the production,
a~l]jsition, dist::rlbutiDn, or disseminat:i.c:n Of educational and cultural telev.i.sion or radio
programs." In add:ition, acees to the reserved ch3.nnel capacity should. be made available to any
nonprofit organization which is not engaged primarlly in the prOOuetion, acquisition, or
disb:ibution of progzamming yet, ncne~ l.es3, has produced or acquired educational and
informational programs. No part of the reserved car:ecity should be allocated to a progra m
supplier which has a oarp;:rrate re1ationship with a DBS pt:ovider because it nr<:>=n+-c conflicts ofinterest. r:--~"""

44. It is not necessary fat:' the cornission to define the term "noncom mercial educational and
informational prog.tam minglt

• The types of entities that may seek access to the :reserved channel
capacity has been defined in paragraph 43. The comission should not enumerate the specific
types of pt'09ramming that may be aired.
45. Due to the fact that there is an aburrlant suW1y of educational and informational
progxammillg available, there:is no need for any p.:a:tion of the reserved channel capac::iry to go
W1used. Therefore, the 0 BS service provider sh:Iuld not be allowed to utilize any of this
capaeu:y far any puqx:ee.

lh addition we add the following com moots :
The same rules far mentioning underwrlters and far fundraising that pertain to public

broadcasting should apply to DBS. , ofCl-\~~
Audio subcarriers fur audio only services should be w.ith in the capacity _ ~pS rec'd ~~
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